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1 What kinds of SEN are provided for in your school?

The Herritage Coast Federation welcomes children and young people with a wide range of special
educational needs. Children with SEN have specific difficulties that make it harder for them to learn
than most children of the same age. They will need extra support or different help e.g. modified tasks,
extra time or breaks in formal assessments. We take guidance from North Yorkshire County Council
to ensure that we are following the requirements as outlined in ‘Special Educational Needs &
Disabilities Code of Practice 0-25 years (2014)’ (Code of Practice).
Special educational needs and provision can be considered as falling under four broad areas.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Communication and interaction
Cognition and learning
Social, mental and emotional health
Sensory and/or physical
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2 What policies do you have for identifying children and young people with SEN? How do you assess
their needs? What is the SENCo’s name and how can I contact them?

Pupils might enter school with previously identified SEND. However, the progress and attainment of all
pupils is reviewed every half term by School Leadership in conjunction with the class teacher and the
SENCo through systems which include school tracking, pupil progress meetings and classroom
observations. Children’s needs will be continually monitored throughout their primary school journey.
If a child fails to make adequate progress or is observed to be unable to access the regular curriculum
after making reasonable adaptations, extra support or provision is put in place. There are three different
levels of support:
Quality first universal provision describes quality inclusive teaching which takes into account the
learning needs of all the pupils in the classroom. It is also sometimes referred to as ‘Quality First
Teaching’. Class teachers have the highest possible expectations for pupils with SEN and all pupils in
their class. They employ teaching strategies and techniques that are closely matched to the learning
objectives and the particular needs of the pupils in the class. Each class also has a bank of physical
resources such as writing frames, pencil grips, voice recorders etc which are used to create an inclusive
learning environment, where all pupils are happy, motivated, challenged and make good progress
alongside their peer group.
Booster support describes specific, additional and time-limited interventions provided for some pupils
who need help or a boost to accelerate their progress, enabling them to work at, or above, age-related
expectations. These may be delivered through post and pre teaching to enable a child to be supported
in class or through precision teaching, which is intervention specifically targeting a child’s gaps in
learning.
Additional support describes targeted provision that is additional and extra for a minority of pupils.
This means your child has been identified as having a Special Educational Need and it will be
necessary to provide highly tailored interventions to accelerate progress or enable them to achieve
their potential. Specialist support in school, from a professional outside the school may be sought and
your child may be referred for an education, health and care plan.
The Federation SEN Governor is Mrs Alicia Hogarth
At The Heritage Coast Federation parents and carers are encouraged to speak with the class teacher
about any concerns they may have. They will be able to discuss any support their child is receiving.
If you wish to discuss your child’s needs please contact the SENCO who will be able to talk about how
The Heritage Coast Federation can support children with special educational needs.
The Federation SENDCo is Mrs Katrina Dixon
How does the Federation evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for pupils with special
educational needs?
The Federation uses the ‘Graduated Approach to special educational needs’. Using this approach, the
class teacher, parent and SENCo can closely monitor the child’s progress towards the child’s
personalised targets. The effectiveness of the provision for pupils with special educational needs is
evaluated based on the progress the pupils make. Monitoring visits are regularly undertaken by the
SENCO, to closely monitor the provision and resources used to support the children with special
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educational needs, to ensure that every child across the federation reaches their full potential in all
areas.
How does the Federation assess and review the progress of children with special educational
needs?
Children with special needs are regularly assessed through targeted assessments. Every child is
regularly reviewed by both their class teacher and SENCO to ensure they are making progress towards
their individualised targets, which are clearly written in their ‘Graduated Approach’.
What is the Federation’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs?
The Federation’s approach to teaching pupils with special needs is embedded in ‘Quality First
Teaching’. Children with special needs are supported in class through pre and post-teaching, to ensure
they are exposed to the same curriculum as their peers. Precision teaching is used to support children
through short, focused interventions. These programmes are linked to a child’s misconceptions and
gaps identified through formative and summative assessments.
How does the school adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special
educational needs?
The curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all children with special needs. Learning environments
are resourced to support children’s learning. Individualised resources and curriculum support a child in
achieving their personalised targets, which are written in their graduated approach.
What additional support is available to pupils with special educational needs?
At the Heritage Coast Federation, children with special educational needs are supported by: teachers,
resources and the SENCo. The SENCo works closely with the child, class teacher and parents to
create a bespoke individualised learning plan, which reflects the child’s changing needs. Additional
support is available through resources and external support if the SENDCo and family believe that
further guidance is required.
How does the Federation improve the emotional and social development of pupils with special
educational needs?
The Federation builds strong relationships with pupils with special educational needs. It has an ethos
of inclusion and knows all the children with special educational needs strengths and weaknesses.
Children’s emotional and social needs are supported through daily check-ins with pupils. Thrive and
boxall assessments are used to fully understand the social and emotional development of all children
with special educational needs.
SENDCO: Katrina Dixon (NASENCO)
Tel: 01947 602772
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3 What arrangements do you have for consulting with parents of children with SEN and involving them
in their child’s education?

At all stages of the special needs process, the school keeps parents fully informed and involved. We
take account of the wishes, feelings and knowledge of parents at all stages. We encourage parents to
make an active contribution to their child’s education. We understand that you know your child best so
we will actively listen to and respect your views and together we will shape the provision to meet your
child’s needs.
We have regular meetings each term to share the progress of special needs children with their parents,
in addition to parent’s evening. We inform parents of any outside intervention, and we share the process
of decision-making by providing clear information relating to the education of children with special
educational needs.
●
Parents’ Evening Meetings with the Class Teacher.
●
SENCO available to meet with parents.
●
Termly Review Meetings using the Support Plan for pupils identified at SEND Support; we work
closely with parents to obtain their views and help shape provision for their child.
●
Additional appointments can be made as necessary with Class Teacher and SENCO.
●
We provide relevant information on how parents can support their child at home.
●
Annual report to parents.
4. What arrangements do you have in place in your school to consult with young people with SEND
and how do you involve them in their education?

The Heritage Coast Federation has a School Council where the views of all children are welcomed.
The council is made up of both boys and girls from different year groups. Children with SEND also
contribute to their support plans by regularly meeting with their class teacher.
Children with SEND are always involved in planning and working towards their targets (which are
included on their Individual Provision Maps).
5.

What arrangements are in place for assessing and reviewing children and young people’s
progress towards outcomes?

Our Federation has established clear, consistent, high expectations across every class for the provision
of High Quality First Teaching. Children’s individual targets are part of everyday practice in school and
are reviewed regularly through formative and summative assessment. A child’s graduated approach is
a working document and through precision teaching teacher’s are able to monitor the progress of a
child’s progress towards their target.
For your child this means:
●
That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class.
●
Resources are available and accessible to encourage independent learning.
●
That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand.
●
Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class.
This may involve things like using more practical learning.
●
Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the subject coordinator or SENCo-Special
Educational Needs Co-ordinator, parent or child) are in place to support your child to learn.
●
Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided
that your child has gaps in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help them
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make the best possible progress. All children in school receive this, as required, as part of excellent
classroom practice.

6.
What are the arrangements for supporting children and young people in moving between
phases of education and in preparing for adulthood? How do you ensure that as young people prepare
for adulthood the desirable outcomes reflect their ambitions, which could include higher education,
employment, independent living and participation in society?

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any
transition is as smooth as possible.
For students joining the Federation :
●
The Federation SENCO will meet with the SENCO of the child’s parent/ pre-school /nursery
setting to discuss the specific needs of your child and a personalised transition package will be put
together for them as early as is needed.
●
For any child, the SENCO will liaise with and attend relevant meetings during the transition
period to gather information, become familiar with the needs of the child and discuss the needs and
transition with yourselves.
●
Information will be passed on to all new teachers in advance and provision will be made to
ensure inclusion within the classroom and around school.
If your child is moving from the Federation to another school:
●
We will contact the receiving school’s SENCO and ensure he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that need to be made for your child, a transition package will be put together
as needed.
●
We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible.
●
Where possible and as needed your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in
some cases staff from the new school will visit your child in this school.

7.

What is your Federation’s approach to teaching children and young people with SEN?

Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:
●
●
●
●

have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations;
require different strategies for learning;
acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates;
need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences

At The Heritage Coast Federation we are able to offer a wide variety of personalised targeted support.
These interventions and booster groups support the specific needs of your child. Interventions are
carefully monitored in order to ensure that they help to accelerate your child’s progress.
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8.

What sort of adaptations are made to the curriculum and the learning environment of children
and young people with SEN?

Class teachers are made aware of all students with specific needs and plan lessons according to all
groups of children in their class, and will ensure that your child’s needs are met.
Specially trained support staff work alongside class teachers to support the needs of your child where
necessary.
Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups.
Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s learning needs.
If you have concerns about your child’s progress and ability to complete homework tasks, your child’s
class teacher can personalise the learning further.
Personalised programmes may be needed for some pupils, alternative care and / or curriculum
activities can be arranged on an individual need basis; the SENCO will discuss this with you and involve
you and your child in the planning process should it be needed. Our school is fitted with wheelchair
ramps and a disabled toilet.

9.
What sort of expertise for supporting children and young people with SEN do you currently
have in school? How do you ensure that the expertise and training of staff to support children and
young people with SEN is current? How do you access and secure further specialist expertise?

We annually evaluate the needs of all children including those who require SEND support. All staff
audit their skills each year and staff are carefully deployed according to their strengths and the
children’s needs. Provision is carefully planned. Targets for SEND provision are embedded into the
schools development plan and training is carefully planned in.
We regularly and carefully review the quality of teaching and how children with SEND are catered for
alongside SEND policy and procedures. Our school holds the North Yorkshire Inclusion Quality Mark
which enables self-evaluation of inclusive practice.
Throughout the year, staff have regular training on SEND topics. This may include whole school training
on topics such as Dyslexia, Autism and Speech and Language difficulties.
Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside agencies that are relevant
to the needs of specific children in their class.
Pupil views are regularly sought through the student council. Student interviews are also carried out to
ensure the views of pupils with SEND are collected and heard.
The Heritage Coast Federation has skilled teaching assistants and a High Level Teaching Assistant
who support both individual and groups of children throughout school. Although, from time to time a
child may need a high level of individual support, our aim is always to help children to be more
independent in lessons.
The class teacher and teaching assistant support all children in the class. The teaching assistant may
enable the class teacher to work with children with SEND or may work with small groups depending on
the pupils needs:
●
Some pupils may require periods of 1:1 support. This is managed through communication
between the class teacher and teaching assistant. This is also discussed at termly review meetings
with parents. Independence is promoted by adapted resources and teaching of transferable skills to
support the pupils learning.
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●

Appropriate training is given where specific interventions are implemented,

10.

How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young people
with SEN?

Along with monitoring and tracking children’s progress in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science on a
half termly basis, we review the children’s social and emotional well-being during Pupil Progress
Meetings. These meetings are held every term with the Head Teacher and Class Teachers. In these
meetings the progress of pupils with SEND is a focus. It is expected that children will be making at
least expected progress, the aim being accelerated progress in order that they will close any attainment
gap. Personalised SEND Provision is monitored by Class Teachers and overseen by the SENCO and
Head Teacher. The SENCO and the SEN Governor undertake learning walks and look at pupils' work
in order to monitor and identify quality first teaching needs, training needs and assess the success of
interventions.

In review meetings with parents and during pupil interviews, progress against outcomes is discussed.
Using a start score and an end score, after an intervention, progress can be measured numerically.
This is called a ratio gain and indicates the level of success of an intervention. This score and the pupil
and parents view, helps to plan next steps and adjust teaching in order to maximise the pupils
attainment.
Provision maps are used to record all of the strategies and resources a pupil with SEN needs. The
effectiveness of these are reviewed before, during and after interventions and shared with parents at
review meetings.
The progress of children with an EHC Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all involved
with the child’s education, including the child. We meet to review their progress half way through the
year too.
11.

How are children and young people with SEN enabled to engage in activities available with
children and young people in the school who do not have SEN?

Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that children:
●
●
●
●

have different educational and behavioural needs and aspirations;
require different strategies for learning;
acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates;
need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences

All pupils with SEND are encouraged to engage in all activities including after school clubs where
adaptions are made to ensure that children with SEND can be included. We also ensure that all children
with SEND are included in school trips and beyond the classroom activities.
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12.

How do you support children and young people with SEN to improve their emotional and social
development?

Children’s emotional and social development is monitored and supported through everyday class
activities such as circle time, daily check-ins and Thrive activities. If needed, children can have access
to more focused groups such as comic strip writing, social groups, social stories and Lego therapy.
13.
How does the School involve other bodies, including health and social care bodies, local
authority support services and voluntary sector organisations, in meeting children and young people’s
SEN and supporting their families?

Sometimes it will be helpful for school to request some additional support from an outside agency. The
Heritage Coast Federation has established excellent working relationships with professionals from the
following agencies:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Educational Psychologist
School Nurse
Educational Social Worker
Sensory, Physical and Medical Team
Speech and Language Therapist
Physiotherapist
Occupational Therapists
Paediatrician
EMS for Specific Learning Difficulties
EMS for Communication and Interaction
EMS for Behaviour
ASCOSS – Autistic Spectrum Condition Outreach Service
Prevention Team
SENDIASS

Professionals from all the above agencies support staff and children in school.
School would only contact an outside agency about your child after consultation with parents.

14.

Information on where the local offer is published.

You may also wish to look at NYCC local offer (www.northyorks.gov.uk-localoffer) to find out more about how
NYCC supports children with special educational needs.
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15.

What are the arrangements for handling complaints from parents of children with SEN about the
provision made at the school?

The first point of contact for concerns it the Class teacher. Following this it is always best to approach
the SENCO or the Headteacher, to see if your concerns can be immediately addressed. If you still feel
that your view has not been listened to or answered to your satisfaction you can make a formal
complaint by writing to the chair of governors at the school. The school has a formal complaints
procedure, found on our school website and can provide further advice on this matter.
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