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Dear Families,
Flood Update
We are ending the term on a positive note, as the latest asbestos tests came back negative. This means that
the team have been able to complete the strip out of all floor surfaces this week and the drying team are
booked to come in on Monday next week. We are hoping that the final stages of the drying process will be
completed by the end of the Christmas holiday, so that we can start the new year with a dry certificate and
the start of the reinstatement process. We are having regular discussions with the Loss Adjustor, along with
the different contractors, to ensure that we can maintain momentum in the pace of work. It has felt a very long
process to get to this stage in the works and we really appreciate the ongoing support of the school and the
wider community.
Covid Update
We seem to be returning to slightly more uncertain times again following the recent announcement about a
move to Plan B. Schools have received some initial guidance and we anticipate that we will receive further
updates over the Christmas holiday period. There have been no updates in relation to returning to a bubble
model, but we will keep you all updated as more information becomes available. The current guidance is for
staff to wear face masks in communal areas and all visitors to site to wear masks to minimise the risk of
transmission. We continue to have enhanced cleaning and sanitising in place and will ensure that we are
proactive in following any updated guidance. There are slight changes to isolation rules linked to the new
variant, but contact tracing information will still all come through the Track and Trace service. We appreciate
how proactive families are being in taking PCR tests where children have any potential symptoms and this
is really helping to minimise the risk of transmission within our community. We will keep families informed of
any other changes if they are required.
Victorian weekend and Fish box winners
What an incredible weekend! It was wonderful to see so many of our families participating in the lantern
parade and I was bursting with pride as the children thrilled the huge crowds with their beautiful singing.
They were an absolute credit to the whole community and it was wonderful to see how confident they all
were as they gathered in the dock. The Friends of Fylingdales School also ran an incredibly successful café
throughout the weekend which raised an amazing £920. Thank you to everyone who baked, cleaned,
served customers and supported in any way to make this happen. A huge amount of work went into the
organisation and running of the café and we really appreciate everything that our school communities are
doing to support us. There was a wonderful atmosphere in the village hall and I think that lots of people
were very glad to join us after being out in the cold.
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Queen Victoria also helped the celebrations at the Fish Box on Saturday and she presented all of the prizes
to our winning artists. The restaurant was filled with work from
children across the Federation and we would like to thank the
families who came down to the prize giving ceremony. Well
done all of the prize winner, look out for an article which will be
appearing the Whitby Gazette in the near future.
Year 5 /6
Year 3 / 4
Year 1 / 2
EYFS

1st place
Ruby
Freddie
Jacob
Red

2nd place
Amelia
Samuel
Josie
Arlen

3rd place
Lexie
Trixie
Irie
Eris

Christmas is coming!
Next Wednesday, all of the classes will have a Christmas party afternoon filled with fun and games. Class
teachers will confirm the details for you all. Children will be able to get changed in school for their party, so
please send any party clothes in a named bag. It would also be helpful if clothes could be named please.
We are also looking forward to our Federation Christmas Dinner on Thursday. Whilst it will feel a little different
having Christmas dinner in classes, we will make sure that we have the festive atmosphere, as we enjoy a
traditional Christmas dinner together.
We are really disappointed that we won’t have a nativity performance in the church, but we hope that we will
be able to return to more normality for this next year! Look out for the Christmas videos which will be posted
towards the end of the week – have your hankies at the ready for the Reception nativity and some beautiful
singing, as they all look absolutely amazing!
First Aid Bands
We are introducing new first aid wrist bands. If children have received any first aid for a graze / general
accident they will come home with a yellow band. If they have had a minor head bump then they will have a
pink band. The bands will have a comment to say where they have injured and staff will still provide a
handover to you at the end of the day. We will always contact parents if children bump their head and
parents would be asked to collect their child if we had any concerns.
After School Club
Our After School Club will be starting some new and exciting theme nights starting from next week. These
can be booked via the Office each week and offer really good value for money. Children can stay until
4.15pm for a cost of £3.00 or there is a £5.00 cost to stay until 5pm with a light snack. Our first cooking
session proved to be very popular and we would love any feedback about this new offer. If you have any
suggestions for any other themes please let our team know.
The After School Club will now run from the portacabin, so please collect children from here at the end of
the afternoon.
Continued…/3
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Whitby Library – Christmas Reading Challenge.
We will be forming a link with the Whitby Library service over the coming months and they will be supporting
us in getting a wider range of books into school. We are really excited about starting this link and we will be
having pop up events in school throughout the year. Our first event will be an interactive story telling
session for the EYFS children at the beginning of January (More details to follow in the new year).
The library service are also running a Christmas Reading Challenge, which is very similar to the summer
reading challenge. We hope that lots of families will want to be involved with this – just pop along to the
library and borrow 4 books and there are prizes and certificates for all children participating. The library are
also hosting a session with an illustrator on 23rd December – all details for both of these are below.
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Bags 2 School
You are all amazing! We had an incredible 574 kg of clothing for our Bags2School collection. We were literally
bursting at the seams on Tuesday morning! We are awaiting details for how much this has raised for school,
but we are delighted that so many clothes will also be going to good causes to be reused. Thank you for all
of your support with this, we will let you know the final fundraising total as soon as we have the information.
Christmas Raffle
The raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 15th December and all winners will be contacted by phone. We will
announce the winners in our final newsletter of the year. If you have any prizes for the raffle, please send
these through to the office by the end of the day on Tuesday 14th December.
We have a small number of tickets left, so if you would be able to sell any more, please contact the office.
Please send all money and ticket stubs through to the office by 9am on Wednesday 15th December so that
we can make sure that all of the tickets are in the draw.

Diary date reminders:Event
Shining Light
Awards
Collective
Worship

Date
Details
Thursday 16th December We will be having a special collective worship session to award
our first Shining Light Awards. Two children from each class will
be nominated by teachers for these awards with one award
being linked to outstanding learning and the other linked to our
school values. Children will receive a very special badge for this
along with some surprise visitors to the worship session!
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I hope that you all have a wonderful weekend – Only one week to go!
Best wishes

Mrs Helen Thompson
Executive Headteacher

